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 Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-16 

Teachers Dig In 

  

Dig In to the Bible 

• Read: Luke 19:28-40; Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; John 12:12-16 

• In This Passage: Jesus and his disciples head toward Jerusalem. Two disciples get there 

first and borrow a donkey colt for Jesus to ride. He rides triumphantly down the road as 

the crowds spread palm branches and robes on the road in his path. They call out 

praises, declaring that Jesus is the King. 

• Bible Point: Jesus is the King. 

• Summary Verse: “For, at just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven by the 

blessed and only almighty God, the King of all kings and Lord of all lords” (1 Timothy 

6:15). 

  

Dig Deeper 

• You’ll Be Teaching: Jesus is the King. Although your kids might not live in a country ruled 

by a king, they’ve probably seen enough movies and read enough books to understand 

how powerful and special a king is. They may also see celebrities who are treated like 

royalty. Use this lesson to help kids see that Jesus deserves that kind of honor, too. 

• Think About: How is Jesus like what you’d expect a king to be like? How is he different? 

  

Dig In to Prayer 

• Pray for kids to develop a heart of worship for King Jesus. 

  

Quick Tip 

• Create a climate of encouragement, positivity, and praise in your classroom. Set a 

guideline that no negative or hurtful talk is allowed. 

This Lesson at a Glance 

OPENING 

Kids share about a topic related to the lesson. 

https://diginapp.group.com/User/Builder/Preview/1605548#opening
https://diginapp.group.com/User/Builder/Preview/1605548#opening


Supplies 

• Bible 

CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY 

Kids make a parade and cheer for Jesus. 

Supplies 

• Bibles 

• paper 

• markers 

• green crepe paper 

• string 

• tape 

• river rocks (1 per child) (check in the home decor section) 

• permanent markers 

Easy Prep 

• Bookmark Luke 19:37-38 in a few Bibles. 

LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP 

Kids use rocks to do a wave of praise for Jesus. 

Supplies 

• rocks from Core Bible Discovery* 

*Marked supplies can be reused from Core Bible Discovery 

Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing 

child-safe items, and being aware of allergy concerns. 

OPENING[5 min] 
Welcome 

Supplies 

• Bible 

Welcome 

            Thank kids for coming. 

https://diginapp.group.com/User/Builder/Preview/1605548#core-bible-discovery
https://diginapp.group.com/User/Builder/Preview/1605548#life-application-wrap-up
https://diginapp.group.com/User/Builder/Preview/1605548#core-bible-discovery
https://diginapp.group.com/User/Builder/Preview/1605548#life-application-wrap-up


            Just for fun, have kids high-five three of their friends. 

            Make announcements. 

            Introduce new kids. 

            Celebrate birthdays by having kids whisper the “Happy Birthday” song. 

            Collect the offering. 

  

Introduce the Lesson 

            Say: Today we’ll learn about a time a crowd of people praised Jesus and treated him 

like a king. We’ll see that Jesus is the King—even if he wasn’t what they were expecting a 

king to be like. In our Bible story, the crowd gave Jesus a parade. 

  

Share 

            Tell about a parade you’ve been to or seen on TV or in a movie. 

            Have kids form pairs and tell about a parade they’ve been to or have seen on TV or in a 

movie. 

            After partners have discussed, ask two or three kids to share with the whole group what they 

talked about with their partners. 

  

Summarize 

            Open a Bible, and say: No one deserves a parade more than Jesus because Jesus is 

the King! Let’s see what the Bible says about Jesus’ parade. One way God talks to us is 

through the Bible—his special book. God is here right now, ready to talk to you! 

            Pray, praising Jesus because he is the King. 

CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY[20 min] 
Jesus’ Triumphant Entry (Luke 19:28-40; Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; John 
12:12-16) 

Supplies 

• Bibles 

• paper 

• markers 

• green crepe paper 

• string 

• tape 

• river rocks (1 per child) (check in the home decor section) 



• permanent markers 

Easy Prep 

• Bookmark Luke 19:37-38 in a few Bibles. 

Tip 

• If river rocks are too hard to find, you can simply cut rock shapes out of construction 

paper. 

  

Talk About Kings and Royalty 

            Say: Today we’ll learn that Jesus is the King. Let’s think about what kings are like. 

            Ask: • How do you picture a king? 

            • If a king was going to be in a parade right near your house, what would you do? 

            • Think about famous people you’ve seen on TV or in real life, like the president or 

movie stars. How have you seen them travel? 

            Say: The president travels in a long line of fancy cars called limousines, with people all 

around protecting him. Movie stars often show up to fancy events in limousines, and then 

they walk on a special red carpet. 

            Jesus is the King, but he didn’t travel like that. He walked from one place to another, 

and his feet probably got dirty with no red carpet to walk on. But in today’s Bible story, we’ll 

see a time Jesus was treated just like the King he really is. 

  

Travel in Style 

            Have kids form six mixed-age groups. It’s okay if groups are only one or two kids. Give each 

group a piece of paper and some markers, and assign them one of the following to draw. 

• limousine 

• bicycle 

• chariot 

• airplane 

• wagon 

• donkey and baby donkey 

            Have groups line up around the room, holding up their drawings. Choose two older kids to 

play the role of Jesus’ disciples. 

            Have the Disciples walk around the room and analyze the types of transportation, choosing 

which one they think is best for Jesus, the king. Groups can try to pitch their picture as the best way 

for Jesus to travel. 

            Say: Of course, a lot of these kinds of transportation didn’t exist yet when Jesus was 

alive. But there was a specific way Jesus wanted to travel. 



            Read Luke 19:28-31. 

            Say: There’s a very specific reason Jesus wanted to travel on a baby donkey. You see, 

way back before Jesus lived on earth, God had given a prophet a special message about who 

Jesus would be. Listen. 

            Read Zechariah 9:9. 

            Say: When Jesus told his disciples to find him a young donkey to ride on, he was 

showing that Jesus is the King God had told people about a long time ago! 

            Have the Disciples and the group with the picture of the donkeys act out what’s happening as 

you read Luke 19:32-34. Then have the Disciples take the donkey picture and set it by a wall, with 

room on either side of it. 

  

Have a Parade 

            Read Luke 19:35-36. If kids are wearing extra apparel, such as jackets, scarves, or hats, 

have them place their apparel on the donkey picture and in front of it, making a path. 

            Read Mark 11:8. Have kids tear pieces of green crepe paper and spread them on the floor to 

continue a path all the way across the room. 

            Say: With this nice path for Jesus in place, people started cheering for Jesus! It was 

like a parade where Jesus was the star because Jesus is the King! 

            Read Luke 19:37-38. 

            Have kids return to their groups from earlier. Provide Bibles so they can refer to Luke 19:37-

38 and paper and markers so they can write down ideas. Say: We’ve heard what the people 

shouted to praise Jesus. And we’ve heard they praised him for the miracles they’d seen him 

do. 

            What about you? Jesus is the King today, just as he was back then. What words would 

you use to praise Jesus if he were riding by today? What wonderful things has he done that 

you’d praise him for? As a group, share what you want to praise Jesus for, and combine your 

thoughts to come up with a group cheer. Think of how you want to praise Jesus as King. 

            Allow plenty of time. While groups work, tape a long piece of string to the donkey picture so 

you can drag it across the room over the path. You may need to remove some of the items that are 

on top of the picture so it’s not weighted down. 

            When groups are ready, have them line up on either side of the path. Stand across the room 

from the donkey and pull it by the string, stopping it in front of each group so they can perform their 

cheer. 

            After every group has performed its cheer and the donkey is across the room, say: What an 

awesome way to praise Jesus, the King! But not everyone wanted to praise Jesus. Not 

everyone thought he should be called the King! Read Luke 19:39. 

  

Make Stones Cry Out 



            Say: Jesus had a great response to those Pharisees. Read Luke 19:40. 

            Ask: • What would it look like for a stone to praise Jesus? 

            Say: We’re going to make some stones to praise Jesus. Have younger kids pair up with 

older kids. Distribute two river rocks and one permanent marker to each pair. Have the older kids 

decorate the stones with faces, adding a speech bubble with a one-word praise for who Jesus is. For 

example, kids could write “King,” “loving,” or “amazing.” The younger partners can give input about 

what to draw and write. Then have each partner hold one of the rocks. 

            Have kids stand along the side of the path, holding their stones with their arms out. Then do 

a “wave” of praise. Kids will take turns lifting their arms and shouting out the words on their rocks, 

just like doing a wave at a sporting event (but with shouting). Tell kids to hold on to their rocks tightly 

so they don’t fly across the room and hurt anyone. Do the wave back and forth a few times. 

            Say: Jesus is the King. He deserves our praise! And if people didn’t praise Jesus, he’s 

so worthy of praise that the rocks would! But we don’t need to let rocks praise Jesus 

because we can always praise him for being our King! 

            Have kids help you pick up the path they made, making sure everyone gets their apparel 

back. You can also make a “praise pile” with the rocks in an out-of-the-way place. You’ll need the 

rocks later for Life Application Wrap-Up. 

LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP[5 min] 
Wave of Praise 

Supplies 

• rocks from Core Bible Discovery* 

Do a Wave of Praise 

            Say: Earlier today we used rocks to do a wave of praise for Jesus. Let’s praise him 

again! This time, take a rock that’s not the one you wrote on. Read what it says so you’re 

ready to shout Jesus’ praise when it’s your turn! 

            Allow time for kids to get rocks from the pile. Have older kids tell younger kids what their 

rocks say. 

            Have kids stand in two lines facing each other, with a path between them. Have kids hold 

their stones with their arms out. Then do a “wave” of praise. Kids will take turns lifting their arms and 

shouting out the words on their rocks, just like doing a wave at a sporting event (but with shouting). 

Remind kids to hold on to their rocks so they don’t fly and hit anyone. Do it back and forth a few 

times. 

  

Wrap Up 



            Pray: King Jesus, thank you that you are our King! We praise you because you 

deserve it! You’re the King of the world; please be the King of our lives. In your name we 

pray, amen. 

            Thank kids for coming, and encourage them to praise King Jesus this week. They can take a 

rock home as a reminder. Also invite them to come back next week. 
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